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An ethical concern may exist where there is a conflict in values regarding
· Advance Directives

· Living Wills

· Patient Rights

What is an Ethics Advisory Committee?

It is a group of people who deal with ethical concerns that arise with patient care.


Who are the 

members of the 

Ethics Committee?
Doctors
Patient Advocate
Chaplain
Social Workers

Nurses
Psychologist

Educator
Ethics Consultant


What are some questions dealt with by the committee?

· Probable benefit or lack of benefit of proposed treatments

· Caregiver's concerns about decisions of treatment

· Ethical issues about treatment options

· Decisions to continue, withhold, and/or withdraw treatment

Who can make referrals to the committee?

Any person directly involved with the patient's health care, including: 

Patient


Families


Staff


What happens during a consultation?

· Facts are gathered from medical records

· Staff, patient and family members discuss ethical questions

· Committee gives recommendations to the health care team

· Recommendations placed in the patient's medical record.


How can I make a referral for a consultation?

The process starts with asking for a consultation to the Ethics Consultation Committee.  Your provider will put this as formal request in the medical record.  A member of the Ethics Consultation Committee will contact you.
Or contact the Patient Advocate, who will have a committee member contact you. 
Fort Wayne Patient Advocate
  260-426-5431, ext. 71340

Marion Patient Advocate

  765-674-3321, ext. 73181
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